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Spirit & Sparks 

 I owe you!  Minimally, I owe you my 
heartfelt gratitude for the time you granted me over 
the summer for sabbatical and Sabbath; for study, 
writing, and vacationing.  It was so wonderful I am 
loathe to unload it on you, for some of you, no 
doubt, have not had much or even any summer 
renewal.  Away from Weston for the better part of 
eight weeks, I was yet fully aware of deaths and 
difficulties.  I thank God that you had Natalie 
Austrian among you as your summer pastor, 
coordinating with me attentively and caringly.  
 
 The sabbatical consisted of much reading 
and much writing.  As to the reading, you will no 
doubt hear echoes and quotations from the pulpit  
in time to come.  As to the writing, perhaps not all 
of you know that I have been working on a youth 
ministry manuscript for close to two decades.  I do 
not yet have a book title, but the subtitle might be 
something like  “Christian Youth Ministry in Multi-
faith Perspective.”   Over the summer I wrote the 
sixth and last chapter, expressly about interfaith 
youth work, and edited three of the previously 
scrawled five chapters.  So I am getting there!  
During the time of the most rigorous re-writing I 
was invaluably assisted by my cousin, Andrea 
Cameron Burr.  Her background in publishing, as 
well as her recent theological education at Yale, 
along with her rigor and patience, served me very 
well.  
 
 Graces abounded during this time of 
reading, writing and recreating mind-spirit-body.  
Images come readily to mind:  -Hours of reading in 
the Adirondack-style library of the Silver Bay 
Conference Center overlooking Lake George, New 
York.  –Tucked in to a writing corner overlooking 
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Lake Nubanusit, New Hampshire, and a solitary hike 
up Pack Monadnock for quiet reading and 
contemplation.  -A week in Denver with my son, 
Aaron, and a day hike in Evergreen, Colorado, where 
the most glorious bluebird swooped low in blessing.   
-A fortieth anniversary time away with my wonderful 
wife, porch sitting as the sun set over the vast peaks 
of the White Mountains.  -An eighth summer week at 
Camp IF, learning and playing with one hundred 
Jewish, Muslim and Christian youth, reveling again in 
my role as “Camp Gramp.”  -Two weeks “at home” 
spiritually near Weston Priory, with its exquisite daily 
services, and a time of silence under pond-side apple 
boughs where “my best friend Bill” had his earthly 
remains given back to creation.  -Watching the fire 
ball sun rise each day over Seneca Lake in Geneva, 
New York, joining with Cindy’s clan for a last gasp of 
summer in a land of endless vineyards and waterfalls. 
And so much more! 
 
 I am back!  I pray that you will be back, and 
that summer graces have replenished you and yours 
over these days and weeks.  Let us think together 
about what best nourishes us as a People of God 
together, that we might better care for each other and 
thus more faithfully serve some portion of the world’s 
great need. 
 
 See you in church! 

 
Faithfully yours, 

 
 
 

 
 Joe Mayher 

  Pastor and Teacher 
 

SEPTEMBER 2010 
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MEET OUR NEW INTERN PASTOR & TEACHER, BILL CORDTS 
 
William Cordts (Bill for short) was born and raised in Troy, NY, near Albany, on the Hudson River.  He 
found Christianity at 17, upon studying the New Testament for the first time.  He received his BA from 
Boston University in 2007 with concentrations in religious studies and history.  The following fall, he 
began his Master of Divinity at the BU School of Theology, and plans to graduate this spring.  Bill joined 
the United Church of Christ two years ago at Newton Highlands Congregational Church, where he has 
served as a deacon since 2009, and hopes to enter congregational ministry within the next five years.  He 
works part time as a real estate agent in Boston and resides in Allston with his fiancée Heidi.  
 

 

 
SEPTEMBER REMINDERS 

 
Date Altar 

Flowers* 
Ushers# Fellowship Hour# Light Bearer 

9/12 Sideropolis Mc Vicker von Lichtenberg  

9/19 Baron (P) Heuer   

9/26  Rosselot/Tantillo Sundae Making  
 

* Altar Flower arrangements cost $52 when the church office orders through Leiby’s or you may provide 
your own. 
# Instructions for Ushering or hosting Fellowship Hour are in the Events Binder.  
(P) Perennial Donor 

 

WORSHIP THEMES FOR SEPTEMBER 2010 
 

 September 12, 10:30AM – Communion Sunday 
  Text:  Psalm 139 
  Theme: God’s Searching Love 
  Rev. Joe Mayher, preacher 
 
 September 19, 10:30am – Hospitality Sunday 
  Text:  Luke 15:  1-10 
  Theme: Often Lost; Forever Found 
  Rev. Joe Mayher, preacher 
 
 September 26, 10:30AM – Sundae Sunday 
  Rev. Joe Mayher or Bill Cordts preaching 
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Glue sticks are tested, all the markers mark, all the pencils sharpened, story trays set up, CD players 

work --- 

WELCOME HOME!  LET THE FAITH DISCOVERY JOURNEY CONTINUE!   

 

 
Hoping you all have had fun, restorative, lazy 

summer days. Even in our laziness, in the whim of 

summer, God is with us. As we continue our 

journey of discovery during the second half of 

the season of Pentecost, we pick up the themes 

of prayer, sharing our feelings with God, 

connecting prayer and action, and revisiting 

Isaiah’s vision of peace. 

 

Sunday, September 12 is our first Sunday 

together, a One Room Sunday with Bible Games, 

Covenant creation, Feast. 

 

Sunday, September 19 is our first Sunday of 

regular classes. AND it’s the date of our teacher 

meeting before worship AT 9:30 AM. Child-care 

provided, special refreshments, too! Teacher 

sign-up sheets will be there, so bring your 

calendars! AND we present new Bibles to 

children entering 3rd grade and to those who 

joined us after 3rd grade. 

 

All month: parents should check the information 

we have for you and your children in the 3-ring 

binder on the Faith Discovery table to make sure 

it’s correct AND declare your preferences with 

regard to any photos that may be taken of your 

children. 

 

Children and Stewardship/Outreach: watch for 

monthly suggestions on the Faith Discovery table 

under the heading WE CAN HELP, TOO! And 

here’s a reminder of the children’s choice to use 

their weekly offering to support families with 

children living with Downs Syndrome. The money 

they bring will be donated to Special Olympics 

which does so much to raise the spirits of these 

children and encourages them to reach and excel. 

 

CALLING ALL LIGHT BEARERS! 

 

Look for the Light Bearer sign-up sheet on the 

easel next to the Faith Discovery table in the 

entryway. If your child has never been a light 

bearer, come see Catherine. She’ll show him or 

her how it’s done. Or he or she can be a Light 

Bearer Buddy to learn the ropes. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES IN SEPTEMBER 

12 – Welcome Home One-Room Sunday 

19 – All teachers meet BEFORE worship for 

orientation and signing up for teaching dates 

19 – Regular classes start. Teacher orientation 

and  sign-up. Handing out new Bibles. 

26 - Our favorite Sundae Sunday! YAY!! What’s 

better than a dish of ice cream? Enjoying 

one with a friend!! So? BRING ONE!!  

BRING ‘EM ALL!!  
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FAITH COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Birthdays
 September 1 Luke Mitchell 
 September 9 Kathryn Bull 
 September 14   Griffin Tanny 
  

September 14 Trisha Mitchell 
September 21 Travis Tanny 
September 27 Hannah Brown 
   

 
 
Passings 

 
 
 

 

Early in August both John Yeonopolus (Lisa von Lichtenberg’s father) and Margaret Allen McLellan 
passed into eternal rest.   A Memorial Service for John will be held at 1:00 p.m. on this coming Sunday, 
September 12, preceded by a special Coffee Hour hosted by his family and friends.  The Memorial Service 
for Peggy will be at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 16, followed by a reception at the church.  Both 
services are open to all who wish to attend.  Our deep sympathy is extended to both families. 

 
OUTREACH 
Rebekah Lord Gardiner  
 
The days are getting cooler and the sun is setting 
earlier. Both are signs that summer is ebbing 
away and Autumn will be upon us.  As we get 
back into the routine of school and 
extracurricular activities, we invite you to sign up 
for a Saturday meal for Bristol Lodge or possibly 
consider a donation to the food pantry at the 
Council on Aging.   

 
We are planning a service project weekend in the 
spring but closer to home this year. Stay tuned 
for details. Our collections at Christmas and 
Easter will be supporting Watch and Reach 
again.  If there is an outreach effort close to your 

heart that you want to see 
supported, contact someone on 
the committee and we wwill try to 
help you. We appreciate the 
generosity of our congregation. 

 
Save the date of Sunday afternoon, October 3, 
for the annual Ecumenical CROP Walk in town.  
The need for disaster relief funds has never been 
greater, literally, with the devastation in Haiti, 
Pakistan and beyond.  Meet at the Town Hall at 
1:00 p.m.  You will find information at the 
church all through the month of September." 
 

  
 
  
COUNTRYSIDE PLAYSCHOOL 
 
Countryside Playschool opens for its 24th session 
this fall with the return of the teaching team  
Melissa Adler and Laura Bronisz-Wisner.  This 
year the school will be in session two days a week 
on Tuesday and Thursday with a fully enrolled 

class of 9 students.  Parents will attend an 
Orientation on Wednesday evening, September 7 
and the families will help prepare the school for 
the year at a workday on Saturday morning, 
September 11.   

 
 

BISHOP GENE V. ROBINSON – HARNISH LECTURER ON OCTOBER 5
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 The Right Reverend V. Gene Robinson 
will offer our annual Victor Christian Harnish 
Lecture on Tuesday evening, October 5 at 7:30 
p.m. in the church sanctuary, followed by a 
reception.  In 2004 Bishop Robinson was 
invested as the Ninth Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of New Hampshire.  His story, including 
his consecration as the first out gay man to serve 
his denomination as a bishop, is told in the 
feature length documentary, For the Bible Tells Me 
So, as well as in his 2008 book, In the Eye of the 
Storm:  Swept to the Center by God.  We hope to 
have a book signing at the conclusion of the 
lecture.  (Some of may remember that our pastor 
read a chapter about his prison ministry from 
that book as the sermon for the first Sunday in 
Advent last year.)  When Joe Mayher served the 
New Hampshire Conference of the U.C.C. as 
Conference Minister and Teacher he worked 
with the Bishop on a shared Media Center 

sponsored by the two denominations during the 
years that Gene served as Canon to the Ordinary.  
Bishop Robinson has received numerous awards 
and honors for his social justice commitments, 
especially for his work in equal protection under 
the law and full civil marriage rights. He gave the 
invocation at the opening inaugural ceremonies 
for President Barack Obama at the Lincoln 
Memorial last year.   
 
 We hope that members of the church will 
see as an opportunity to further our commitment 
as an Open and Affirming Church, and will invite 
friends and neighbors for the rare opportunity to 
hear the Bishop relate the story of his journey in 
faith and faithfulness under intense international 
scrutiny.  The people the Episcopal Diocese 
called him as Bishop knowing his incisive 
intelligence and church commitment, as well as 
the depths of his pastoral heart.  

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR, RE: “BEYOND THE 11TH  
 
 I strongly encourage youth and adults to attend the screening of “Beyond Belief ” at the Wayland 
Mosque.  It is one of the most moving documentaries of profound human caring that I have ever seen.  I 
have seen it twice, and plan to see it again!  There will also be a chance to meet Susan Retik, one of the two 
9-11 widows who started the initiative to help war orphans in Afghanistan.  Susan, whose husband David 
was raised in Weston, was the recent recipient of a Presidential citation at the White House. 
 
 

 

An Evening In Support of  
 

Beyond the 11th 
Empowering Widows In Afghanistan 

 
  Time:     5:00 PM, Sunday, September 12th, 2010 

Location:    126 Boston Post Road Wayland, MA, 01719.   
     

Tickets prices include dinner:  Adults & Youth 12 years and older - $20.00: Children younger than 12 
years- $10.00.  Tickets available at the door on September 12th or  in advance at ICB's web site:    
  http://www.icbwayland.org/tickets.html. RSVP  by email to: beyond11@icbwayland.org 
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Check out the Greater Boston Intergenerational Chorus! The director Joanne is well known to the 
CCW community and has led sing-a-longs for us.  

 
JOIN US FOR FALL SEMESTER or FULL YEAR! 

 
Tuesdays, Sept 14th - Jan 18th (fall semester) 

6:30-8:00 pm 
at First Parish Church, 35 Church St, Watertown 

(corner of Church & Summer, just behind Watertown Square)  
 

We are a unique and exciting community chorus --no auditions 
open to all who love to sing, ages 10 - 110 

 
Ample scholarships available:  Don’t let money stand in your way! 

 
For more information, contact 

 
Membership Chair Susan: 617-923-8687 

 
Director: Joanne Hammil: 617-923-8448 

 

joanne@joannehammil.com 
or  

see more about us at 
www.bostonchorus.net 

 
You can email Director to get enrollment form, or just show up at our first rehearsal on Sept 14th -- 

the first session is open for people to ‘check us out’ and see if it’s right for them. 
After Sept 14th, only enrolled members attend. 

 
This program is supported in part by a grant from the Watertown Cultural Council, 

a local agency that is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.  

 
 
 
 

 

SPIRIT OF LIFE TO HOST SPEAKER FROM MASS POWER & LIGHT 
 
Spirit of Life Catholic Community extends an invitation to hear a speaker from Mass Power & Light on 
Sunday, September 19th at 6:45pm here at CCW.   The subject will be the  Environment and ways to 
conserve energy. 
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SEPTEMBER 2010 
 

Wed   1 8am Spiritual Direction  

Thu  2 4pm WWS Learning Center  

 5 10am Summer Union Services  Sun  

  5pm Spirit of Life Catholic Service  

Mon   6  Labor Day  

 7 9:30am CE Committee  

  1pm Spiritual Direction  
  7pm  Playschool Parents Meeting  
  7:30pm  Deacons  

Tue 

  8pm Playschool Advisory Board  

 8 8am Spiritual Direction  Wed 

  7pm Finance  

 9  Rosh Hashanah  

  10am  MACUCC New Clergy  

Thu  

  4pm  WWS Learning Center  

 11 9am Violin Lessons  

  9:30am  Playschool Workday  

Sat  

  1pm Yeonopoulos Committal  

 12 10:30am  Worship with Communion  

  1pm Yeonopoulos Memorial Service  

Sun  

  5pm  Spirit of Life Catholic Service  

 13 2:30pm  WWS Learning Center  Mon 

  7:30pm Family Support for Addiction  

Tue   14 8am  Playschool Orientation  

 15 2pm Choral Connection - Sanctuary  

  4pm  Violin Lessons  

Wed  

  7:30pm  Council's Stewards  
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SEPTEMBER 2010 (CONT’D) 

 16 8am  Playschool classes begin  

  4pm  WWS Learning Center  

Thu Sep 16 

  5:30pm  Music Lessons  

 18  Yom Kippur  Sat Sep 18 

  9am  Violin Lessons  

 19 9:30am Teacher & Parent Welcoming   

  10:30am Worship – Hospitality Sunday  
  12:15pm Confirmation Class   

Sun Sep 19 

  5pm Spirit of Life Catholic Service  

 20 8am  S&S Article Deadline  

  2:30pm  WWS Learning Center  

Mon Sep 20 

  7:30pm Family Support for Addiction  

 22 2pm Choral Connection - Sanctuary  Wed Sep 22 

  4pm  Violin Lessons  

Thu Sep 23  23 4pm  WWS Learning Center  

 25 9am  Violin Lessons  Sat Sep 25 

  4pm  Bristol Lodge  

 26 10:30am  Worship  

 11:30am Sundae Making   

Sun Sep 26 

  5pm  Spirit of Life Catholic Service  

  2:30pm  WWS Learning Center  Mon Sep 27 

  7:30pm  Family Support for Addiction  

Tue Sep 28   1pm  Spiritual Direction  

  8am Spiritual Direction  

  2pm  Choral Connection - Sanctuary  

Wed Sep 29 

  4pm  Violin Lessons  

  4pm  WWS Learning Center  Thu Sep 30 

  5:30pm  Music Lessons  
 


